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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

This week the front page of the newsletter has been given to our student leaders of our school who went to the 
GRIP student conference at Quayside Centre at Homebush Bay. Below is a summary of some of the different 
activities that they were involved in. 

  

The Morning session was full of lots of different games aimed to develop teamwork skills and strategies for being better 
leaders in our school. The first game we played was Noughts and Crosses. The aim was to see how many grids we could 
complete with our partner and try to get as many as possible. The next activity we did was Monopo-lead which is based on 
the game Monopoly but with twist. We walked around the room and met children from other schools. In our booklets we 
had a Monopoly board with different questions that we could ask students from other schools. Some of the questions 
included; Have you had a broken arm? or Can you make a sound like an animal? After we completed our board one of the 
hosts called a boy named Felix was called from the crowd. He got up on stage and made a sound like a sheep. There was a 
woman named Maureen who wouldn?t stop laughing at the thought of Felix The Sheep. The final activity in this session was 
about creating a profile of what is a good leader. We listed what we believe makes a true leader. 

  

In session 2 we learned about the difference between being a strawberry leader and a watermelon leader. A watermelon is 
green on the outside and red on the inside but a strawberry is the same all the way through. What we learnt from this is 
that a leader needs to be the same on the inside and same on the outside. We met a character named Basil who was a 
gardener. Other characters we met were nicknamed Rosemary, Doug and Potato. Some of the things we learnt from the 
roleplay were to have integrity, which means to always be truthful and honest. It was a really funny session with the 
roleplay and we had lot of laughs. 

  

In the next activity we learned that a simple idea can make a very big change in the world. An example was a school had a 
big plain brick wall and the SRC of that school had an idea to put some inspiring words that say ?Work Hard?, ?Dream Big?. 
That simple idea made a big change and so now when people walk into the school, they see those words and it will make 
them feel welcome and inspire them. Our final activity involved students from every school, including Lola. The students 
went up to the stage and they had different scenarios. With the help of the audience the students had to decide which 
option was the best solution for the scenario. 

After a lovely lunch with a handball game and karaoke with Caleb, we started off our third session. We learnt six different 
ways to contribute to positive change. We worked together in groups to decide what change we would like to make to the 
school and we chose botanical buddies. Botanical buddies is when once a week for an hour, some Year 6 students pair up 
with a buddy from kindergarten to experience taking care of a veggie garden. We hope that the Kindies will learn new skills 
and care for the environment. 

  

For our loud noises session a group of kids including Madeline went up on stage. Each person had to come up with a 
dance move and the whole crowd had to do it too. Each person who got to go on stage got an awesome badge each. 

  



Everybody wanted to know what GRIP stood for. We found out that it stood for                                                           
Generosity, Responsibility, Integrity and People. They taught us how to lead others                                                                
in the correct way and gave us many things that we will take back and influence                                                           
students at St Matthews. Our thanks to the GRIP Team who presented, Miss Mortimer                                                        
and Mrs Henson for allowing us to enjoy a brilliant experience.                                                                                                                          

Chanel, Lola, Charlotte, Chris, Ben, Cody & Liam

Having spoken with the students who attended they all agreed that the event                                                             
was a great experience and one that they believe future students leaders at                                                                 
St Matthew?s should have the chance to attend. My own thanks to                                                                                 
MIss Mortimer and Angela Henson for accompanying the student leaders to                                                                 
this event and giving them the opportunity to experience this conference. 

Fir st  Euchar ist  
Last Sunday and this coming Sunday a number of our students received Jesus in the sacrament of Eucharist. 
Congratulations to the children who received the sacrament. We look forward to celebrating more fully your 
participation in school and Parish Masses. 

  

In partnership let us continue to work to develop in the children strong minds and gentle hearts. 

  

Peace and Best Wishes for a wonderful fortnight ahead.

Tim Vane-Tempest,

Principal.

  



Target  
90% average 

across t he school
Every learner

Every day - Transform ing Lives

At t endance in t he past  week

95.76%

Thank you for  your

suppor t !

Cal endar
Jun 3 Sun First Eucharist Masses 11:00 am & 

1 pm

Jun 4 Mon Assembly 2:45 pm Presented by 
Kinder

Jun 5 Tue Stage 3 Boys Soccer Gala Day 
Jamison Park, Sth Penrith 8:00 am 

Jun 6 Wed Year 3 Parish Mass 9:00 am

Jun 13 Wed Kindergarten Parish Mass 9:00 am 
ICAS - Spelling Competition

Jun 14 Thur ICAS Writing Competition

Jun 18 Mon Assembly 2:45 pm. Presented by 
Year 2

Jun 19 Tue Athletics Carnival  Tamplin Field 
Hobartville

Jun 11 Mon Queen's Birthday Public Holiday

Jun 20 Wed Fruit & Veg Sense Workshop      
9:00 am & 2:00 pm                      
Year 4 Parish Mass 9:00 am

Jun 25 Mon Assembly 2:45 pm. Presented by 
Year 4

Jun 26 Tues Stage 2 Boys & Girls soccer Gala 
Day

July 2 Mon Assembly 2:45 pm. Presented by 
Year 1

July 6 Fri St af f  Developm ent  Day              
Pupil f ree day

Buil ding Wor k 
The new learning space was craned into place over last 
weekend and the task of fitt ing out the inside, as well as 
connecting services and data has begun in earnest. This part 
of the project is expected to take 3-4 weeks. Thank you all for 
your assistance in making the morning and afternoon 
routines smooth with minimal disruption. 

Pupil  Fr ee Day  
A reminder that on the 6th July the staff of St. Matthew?s will be 
involved in a full day of learning connected to the new Science & 
Technology syllabus as well as our PBS4L initiative. The COSHC will 
provide supervision for up to 45 children on this day to support 
those families in need of care for their child/ren. Look for the 
information flier on the next page for contact details 





Enr ol l ing Now f or  2019
The enrolments continue to be open for Kindergarten 2019. If your child turns 5 before the 31st July, 2019 and you 
would like them to start at St Matthew?s please contact the school office to pick up or have an enrolment pack sent 
to you. If you know of any family who are seeking enrolment for 2018 and are not yet connected with t St. Matthew?s 
please pass on this information. We look forward to welcoming you to St Matthew?s in the near future.



Rel igion
Greetings St Matthew?s School Community! We are already half way through Term Two! The month of May is also 
coming to an end. Our students have been learning about Our Lady throughout the month of May and learning 
more about the importance of Mary as our mother. The Angelus is a prayer that the whole school come together for 
after lunch around the statue of Mary. This is a very special part of our day. 

First  Euchar ist  Workshop Day ? Last Wednesday, St Matthew?s School hosted the First Eucharist 
Workshop Day. There were 130 students from surrounding schools participating in art and craft activities, a 
prayerful reflection and learning about the Mass, the Eucharist and the Catholic Church. The students also made 
bread and listened to Fr Robert teach them about the signs and symbols used during Mass.  

We ask that you keep the students making their First Eucharist and their families in your prayers.  

?BREAD AND WINE" 

Wheat is grown and ground, transformed by human work to make bread. Grapes are grown and 
crushed, transformed by human work to make wine. It is traditionally the work of human 
hands. 

Bread is life. Wine is joy. The sharing of food and drink is often linked with peace-making and the resolution of 
differences. From the earliest times, human beings have shared meals together. The very act of eating and drinking 
together is a symbol of fellowship, common life, common love. 

In biblical times, people ate everything from the same plate. People ate using flat bread which served as a ?spoon? 
dipped into the communal dish. Sharing food in this way increased the sense of solidarity and fellowship among 
those eating it. They became, in a sense, one body. 

The breaking of the bread was the ritual gesture that established communion among those at table in a Jewish ritual 
meal. The Last Supper was such a meal. Jesus identified the broken bread and poured wine with his own Body and 
Blood, broken and poured out in his suffering and Death. After his Resurrection, Jesus? disciples spoke of 
recognising him in the ?breaking of the bread?. The ?breaking of the bread? eventually came to describe the whole 
action of the Eucharist after the time of Jesus.? 

  

(Taken from ? Together at One Altar? http://www.togetheratonealtar.catholic.edu.au/craft) 

  

  



Rel igion
Corpus Chr ist i 

This Sunday is the feast of Corpus Christi - The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. It is very appropriate that our 
students receive Jesus for the first time in the Eucharist around this great feast. When Jesus shed His blood on the 
cross for us, He taught us what real love is - to sacrifice oneself totally for the loved one. We are all called to have a 
special relationship with Jesus. May the Eucharist strengthen us and heal us to follow Jesus and serve others with 
love and mercy. 

Voices f rom  t he Classroom  

? What are you learning in Religion Education?? 

  

? We are learning about the journey to Emmaus. We analysed the feelings of the Apostles and Disciples during Holy 
Week and Easter. We also read Scripture and visualised what they were feeling and experiencing after Jesus died on 
the cross. We loved how the disciples recognised Jesus at the blessing and breaking of bread. We learnt about how 

important it is to have faith and trust God in our lives.? 

  Year 3 Students 

  

God Bless. 

Ann Climpson 

  

Jesus in our hearts ? Forever! 

  

Mary Our Mother? Pray for us. 

  

St Matthew- Pray for us. 

Rem inders- 

  

- First  Euchar ist  Mass 

- Sunday the 3rd of June- 11 am and 1 pm. 

  

  

  





spor tspor t
Please take note of the following important sport related dates:

Week 6                                                                                                                             
Tuesday June 5 - Stage 3 Boys Soccer Gala Day

Week 8                                                                                                                                    
Tuesday June 19 - St Matthew?s Athletics Carnival

Week 9                                                                                                                                                                                        

Tuesday June 26 - Stage 2 Boys & Girls Soccer Gala Day

Week 10                                                                                                                                      
Netball Gala day Trials

Soccer  Gala Day

Congratulations to all of the Stage 3 girls who attended the soccer gala day! Everyone enjoyed the day and 
represented St Matthew?s beautifully. Thank you to the parents who were able to assist with transporting some of 
the girls to Jamison Park and to those that assisted Mrs Baldock with managing teams.

Stage 3 Boys will be attending their soccer gala day next Tuesday June 5. All the best boys!!

Stage 2 Boys and Girls teams have been selected, training will commence next week. 

At hlet ics Carnival

All students wishing to take part in the 800m race at the carnival must make their way to Tamplin Fields for a 9:00 
am Marshalling time. Please ensure any siblings who are NOT competing are dropped off at school as per normal as 
supervision is limited. 

HOT LUNCHES AT TAMPLIN FIELD 

To prevent delays in the lunchtime service?  it would be greatly appreciated if parents & students could pre-order 
any hot lunches no later than 11am. Order bags are available from the canteen and require:

Name                                                                                                                                                                                             
Food required                                                                                                                                                                           
House colour (R, G, B, Y, etc)                                                                                                                                                    
Correct payment
Available Hot  Food                                                                                                                                                                
Pumpkin Soup (v) $3.00                                                                                                                                                              
Ham & Pineapple Pizza $3.00                                                                                                                                                   
Giant Sausage Roll $3.00                                                                                                                                                       
Spinach & Cheese Roll (v) $3.50                                                                                                                                                
Plain Pie $3.50                                                                                                                                                                           
Potato Pie $4.00                                                                                                                                                                       
Pepper Steak Pie $4.00                                                                                                                                                                 
Cheese & Bacon Pie $4.00                                                                                                                                                          
Fried Rice (gf) $4.50

The canteen now has a coffee machine on site.

 



Basket ball Sessions

Basketball sessions have started for those students who registered to participate. We have been able to fill both 
sessions with a total of 30 students in each session on Thursday and Friday afternoons. 

Cardio Tennis

Cardio Tennis with Fiona Roseby from Simply Smashing Tennis is each Friday morning from 8:00 - 8:30 am. If you 
have not signed up for the Cardio Tennis and are interested in it, please come along on the morning or see           
Mrs Brand. Please remember that the cost is $5 per session. All payments need to be given to Fiona Roseby at the 
beginning of each lesson.

 

 is every Thursday morning at 8:00 am. Students will meet at the front gate of the 
school each morning. If your child attends COSHC in the morning please speak to them regarding permission to 
attend. The focus this term is to build on athletic skills of running, jumping and throwing as well as cardiovascular 
and strength training. 

Kind regards,

Mrs Brand

Sport Teacher/Sport Coordinator
 



LIBRARY



Kinder gar t en Hazel  - for using interesting describing words in her writing.                            
Tiffany  - for a detailed compound sentence in writing.                                            
Mark  - for improvements in literacy to make and re-read his own stories.    
Deegan  - for working hard in all areas of his learning.

yEAR 1 Chloe - for working hard to create imaginative 'sizzling starts' to stories.      
Nadime - for his perseverance and growth mindset displayed when exploring 
challenging maths tasks.                                                                                                 
Joel - for working diligently during mathematics to find multiple answers when 
exploring open ended tasks.                                                                                          
Olivia - for showing more focus and commitment to her learning this Term.

year  2 Jorja - For a huge improvement completing writing tasks and a great presentation 
of her exposition about pets.                                                                                      
Anthony - For a fantastic improvement in reading with fluency and quick 
recognition of sight words.                                                                                       
Bridgette - For an excellent improvement in reading with fluency and 
self-correcting errors when reading independently.                                                 
Alex - For consistently working really hard during writing tasks and clearly and 
confidently presenting his exposition about pets. 

YEAR 3 Jacinda - working collaboratively with peers during PBL lessons.                           
Alex - contributing to classroom discussions regularly.                                     
Dominique - being kind and respectful to her peers and teachers.                      
Xavier - consistent effort in all subject areas.

YEAR 4 Luka - working well in all areas and answering questions during discussion time. 
Daniel - focusing on his work and asking and answering questions in discussion 
time.                                                                                                                              
Nicholas - his extra research and enthusiasm in his study of The First Fleet.      
Ruby - her extra research and enthusiasm in her study of The First Fleet.

stage 3 Christina - for her focus and interest to achieve her best in all learning areas. 
Madison - for consistently displaying an excellent attitude to all her learning and 
always being a helpful student.                                                                                   
Sophie - for applying known strategies to mathematical problems.                 
Harmony - working well to achieve her best in all areas of her work.                    
Alexis - for always being a helpful, cooperative class member.                                  
Jack - working well during maths time.                                                                         
Nikolai - for a great effort towards completing his Literacy Contract on time     
Sean - for a positive mindset and tremendous effort towards all aspects of his 
learning.                                                                                                                              
Peter - for a great understanding of angles in his assessment.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK



Cat holic Educat ion Of f ice 

The Council for  Aust ralian Cat holic Wom en want  t o hear  YOUR voice!
The Council for Australian Catholic Women is an advisory body to the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference. The group will be holding a 
consultation session with women in the Diocese of Parramatta. The details of the event are below:

Event : The Council for Australian Catholic Women Consultation
Dat e: 21 June 2018
Venue: OLMC Parramatta, Victoria Road (opposite St Patrick?s Cathedral)
Tim e: 6.15pm

All women in the Diocese of Parramatta are welcome to participate in this consultation. Come along and share your thoughts with us. Even if you 
are unable to attend the event, you can still let contribute by completing this short online survey https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ParraWomen.

Whether you are a woman working in one of our Catholic schools or offices, a parent of a student in a Parramatta Catholic school or a student, 
we want to hear from you.
We look forward to your contribution.

Bishop Of f ice 

Pentecost Pastoral Letter

A Pentecost Pastoral Letter from Bishop Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv and the Bishops Commission for the 
Plenary Council can be found here: www.catholicoutlook.org/pentecost

The Cat holic Foundat ion May Appeal

The Catholic Foundation May Appeal is focusing on Diocesan works of Faith, particularly in support of our 
seminarians. Your donation supports our growing number of seminarians and the good works they do in the 
community of feeding the hungry, visiting the housebound and sick and conducting catechises in state schools. 
Donations can be made via the envelopes or online www.yourcatholicfoundation.org.au. Thank you and God bless.

Posit ions Vacant

Administrative Assistant - CatholicCare, Orchard Hills

- Financial Counsellor - Richmond & Blacktown offices

More details at: www.ccss.org.au

- Head of Property Development Services ? Diocese of Parramatta

More details at: www.parracatholic.org/employment

- Communications & Stakeholder Officer

More details at: www.csnsw.catholic.edu.au

- Diocesan Director Archdiocese of Sydney/Community Participation Leader ? NSW/Eastern Region

More details at: www.caritas.org.au

- Casual Housekeeper - Mount St Benedict Centre, Pennant Hills

More details at: Natalie Acton nacton@goodsams.org.au

Ordinat ion t o t he Diaconat e of  Jack  Green: 2 June

Most Rev Vincent Long OFM Conv, Bishop of Parramatta, will be the principal celebrant for the Mass of Ordination 
to the Diaconate of Jack Green on Saturday 2 June 2018 at 6.00pm. The ordination will take place at Sacred Heart 
Church, Westmead. Everyone is welcome to attend.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ParraWomen
http://www.catholicoutlook.org/pentecost
http://www.yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/
http://www.ccss.org.au/
http://www.parracatholic.org/employment
http://www.csnsw.catholic.edu.au/
http://www.caritas.org.au/


Feast  of  Corpus Chr ist i: 3 June

Santa Sophia Catholic College invites everyone to come celebrate the great feast of Corpus Christi. 3 June at Santa 
Sophia Catholic College, Schofields. Lunch from 12pm and 2pm Eucharistic Procession with Fr Warren Edwards. 
RSVP Daryl 0407 406 668 or dcastellino@parra.catholic.edu.au

Niger ian Mass in Igbo: 10 June

Rev Fr Chukwunonyerem Akamadu, Chaplain to the Nigerian Catholic community, will celebrate Mass at 11.30am at 
Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish, 198 Old Prospect Road, Greystanes. Contact Fr Akamadu tel 0451 174 438, Stella 
Nwosu 0405 478 472.

Candidacy for  Holy Orders: 24 June

Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv will be accepting into Candidacy for Holy Orders of Mr Roderick Pirotta, Mr John 
Cinya, Mr Roque Dias and Mr Thong Nguyen at St Patrick?s Cathedral on Sunday 24 June at 11am.

Plenary Council 2020

Pope Francis has approved the Australian Bishops? decision to hold a Plenary Council in Australia in 2020 and 2021. 
It is a significant moment for the Church in Australia to make decisions about the future. To prepare the agenda for 
the Plenary Council, all of God?s people are invited to reflect on the question: ?What do you think God is asking of us 
in Australia at this time?? Find out more about the Plenary Council 2020 at the new website, now online: 
www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au

ACU Shor t  Course on Deat h and Cat holic funerals dur ing July

The ACU Centre for Liturgy is offering a public Short Course ?From death to new life: preparing and celebrating 
Catholic funerals? at Strathfield on 4 Wednesday evenings in July. Experienced priests (including Fr Peter Williams) 
and funeral directors will discuss how they care for the dead and for those who grieve. There will be an opportunity 
to prepare a Catholic funeral for yourself or a loved one. Register at: 
www.acu.edu.au/acu_centre_for_liturgy/short_courses or 02 9701 4751 for more information.

Holy Hour  for  Vocat ions: 7 June

The Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth cordially invite YOUTH (age 18-35) to join us for Holy Hour for Vocations 
on Thursday, 7 June at 7:00 pm. Join us also for the pizza at 8:00pm, Holy Spirit Convent, 120 Capuchin Way, 
Plumpton. RSVP: Sr Paula by 1st June, e-mail: vocationscsfn@gmail.com mob: 0449 656 406

The Pope Francis Movie: 10 and 16 June

Playing at the Sydney Film Festival this 10 and 16 of June ? Pope Francis: A Man of His Word. Wim Wenders? (Buena 
Vista Social Club) new documentary is a personal journey with Pope Francis, rather than a traditional biography. 
Selected for the 2018 Cannes Film Festival. Tickets at: www.sff.org.au

Vocat ion Ret reat : 16 June

The Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth are offering an individual discernment weekend retreat from 16 June 
2018 at 3:00 pm for women (aged 18-35) who want to discern their vocation to religious life. This retreat is a unique 
one-to-one encounter. It includes prayer times, talks and accompaniment. It is a great opportunity to have a live-in 
experience with the sisters. Holy Spirit Convent, 120 Capuchin Way, Plumpton. RSVP: Sr Paula via e-mail 
vocationscsfn@gmail.com or mobile 0449 656 406.

Aust ralian Cat holic Hist or ical Societ y Lect ure: 17 June

Br Dr John Luttrell fms ? In search of Cardinal Gilroy. Visit the ACHS website 
www.australiancatholichistoricalsociety.com.au for more information.

http://www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/
http://www.acu.edu.au/acu_centre_for_liturgy/short_courses
http://www.sff.org.au/
http://www.australiancatholichistoricalsociety.com.au/
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What's New
Teacher of the week     Movie & Book Reviews

      Mrs Williams 

Natanjia  Year 2 ----- Movie Review

How to Train your Dragon 2

It is my favourite because it has action 
and all of the cool stuff like dragons 
and things.

Charlotte:  Year 1-----Book Review

Jack and the Beanstalk

It is my favourite book because Jack 
climbs up the beanstalk and he has 
lots of adventures.

Zhoe: Kindergarten-----Book Review

Number Colour 

I like it because it has got numbers and 
colours and if you make a mistake you 
can rub it off.

Hamish:  Year 1--------Game Review

Snakes and Ladders

You get to go up ladders and roll the 
dice.

Natalia:  Year 5------- Movie Review

Lab Rats

It is a mix of people helping others and 
it is a good show if you like action.

Racheal : She is nice to us.

Charlotte: She is a good teacher, she is 
strict but it is a good method

Stephanie: She is really nice to everyone 
and makes everyone feel happy.

Leila: She is like a superhero, she she is 
super

Madaleine: I like the fact that she is fair.



Sports Roster

Even Weeks Fut sal Basket ball

Monday Mr  Vane-Tem pest Lola and Xander

Tuesday Leila and St ephanie Zachery & Max

Wednesday Mr  Vane-Tem pest Madeleine  and Ava

Thursday Georgia C and Em erson Noah  and Har ry

Fr iday Lincoln and Sean Zac  and Mit chell

Odd Weeks Fut sal Basket ball

Monday Cam ryn and Molly Mr  Vane-Tem pest

Tuesday Cody, Chr ist oper  & Jack  Zachery & Max

Wednesday Nat alia and Cryst al Mr  Vane-Tem pest

Thursday Sean and Pet er Noah and Rylan

Fr iday Rachael and Georgia B Mr  Vane-Tem pest



Library

The Library Is Now Showing:

NEVER JUDGE A BOOK BY IT'S 
MOVIE! 
''Oh my gosh. Yes.''

The Library Is Now Doing 
Craft Club!

 



Focus


