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Dear Parents/Caregivers,

Last week our Stage 3 students attended camp at Vision Valley. For some our students this experience is very 
challenging. Often it is the first time they have stayed away from home and family. For many of our students they 
are placed in and faced with activities and situations that they have not previously encountered. Camp is one way 
we encourage children to develop resilience. But what does being resilient mean?

When we talk about resilience, we?re talking about a child?s ability to cope with ups and downs, and bounce back 
from the challenges they experience during childhood ? for example moving home, changing schools, studying for 
an exam or dealing with the death of a loved one. Building resilience helps children not only to deal with current 
difficulties that are a part of everyday life, but also to develop the basic skills and habits that will help them deal with 
challenges later in life, during adolescence and adulthood.

Resilience is shaped partly by the individual characteristics we are born with (our genes, temperament and 
personality) and partly by the environment we grow up in ?  our family, community and the broader society. While 
there are some things we can?t change, such as our biological makeup, there are many things we can change.

One way of explaining the concept of resilience is to imagine a plane encountering turbulence during a flight. The 
turbulence, or poor weather, represents challenges. Different planes will respond to poor weather conditions in 
different ways, in the same way different children respond to the same adversity in different ways.

The ability of the plane to get through the poor weather and reach its destination depends on:

?t he pilot  (the child)

?t he co-pilot  (the child?s family, friends, teachers and health professionals)

?t he t ype of  plane( the child?s individual characteristics such as age and temperament)

?t he equipm ent  available to the pilot, co-pilots and ground crew

?t he sever it y and duration of the poor weather.

We can all help children become more resilient and the good news is, you don?t have to do it alone. You can ask 
other adults such as carers and grandparents to help. Building children?s resilience is everyone?s business, and it?s 

never too early or too late to get started.

To help build resilience latest research suggests that there are five areas that offer the best chance for building 
resilience in children.

http://www.beyondblue.org.au/about-us/research-projects/research-projects
http://www.beyondblue.org.au/about-us/research-projects/research-projects


Target  
90% average across 

t he school
Every learner

Every day - Transform ing Lives

At t endance in t he past  for t n ight

96.77%

Thank you for  your

suppor t !

Source: Beyond Blue 
https://healthyfamilies.beyondblue.org.au/healthy-homes/ 
building-resilience)

In partnership let us continue to work to develop in the children 
strong minds and gentle hearts.

Peace and best wishes for the fortnight ahead.

Tim  Vane-Tem pest ,

Pr incipal.

Mar 19 Mon Assembly 2:45 pm Presented by 
Kindergarten

Mar 21 Wed Years 3 - 6 Parish Mass              
Harmony Day                                
Muft i Day wear  som et hing 
orange

Mar 22 Thur Cross Country McQuade Park

Mar 30 Fri Good Friday Public Holiday

Apr 2 Mon Easter Monday Public Holiday

Apr 3  Tues 9:00 am Easter Liturgy

Apr 4 Wed Year 1 Parish Mass

Apr 9 Mon Assembly 2:45 pm                 
Presented by Year 4

Apr 13 Fri Stage 3 Touch Gala Day

Apr 13 Fri Last day Term 1

Cal endar



ENROLMENTS  2019
I would just like to remind everyone that we have begun the process of enrolment for the 2019 school year. If you 
have a child beginning school next year, now is the time to come and collect an enrolment form to begin this 
process. We also have some vacancies in other grades so if you know of anyone who is interested in enrolment, 
your support and encouragement of St Matthew?s is greatly appreciated.

TEACHERS AS LEARNERS
Over the past 2 weeks out staff have been involved in a number of Professional Learning experiences. Miss Keane 
attending ongoing professional learning in her role as our Reading Recovery teacher, whilst Miss Viviani and         
Mrs Whiteman attended professional learning in Mathematics. This week our Year 3 & Year 4 teachers along with 
Mrs Whiteman will attend ongoing training in our inquiry learning strategy - Project Based Learning. As well as this    
Miss Schembri was commissioned into her teaching roles at a ceremony at St Patrick?s Church, Blacktown.

EASTER  EGG  RAFFLE
We will once again be having an Easter Egg raffle. We are asking families to donate Easter eggs for our huge Easter 
Raffle. The more eggs that are donated, the more prizes there are to win!

Raffle tickets were attached to a note for families who have indicated their willingness to receive them. If you did not 
receive tickets and would like some please contact the School Office. Raffle tickets are $1 each.  If you require extra 
tickets they can be collected from the School Office.

All profits from the raffle will go towards our fund raising target of $5000 for 2018, to purchase new reading 
resources for our students. Thank you for your contribution towards helping us achieve our goal.

Important Dates

Easter Eggs sent to school by Tuesday 20t h March.

Raffle tickets are to be returned to school no later than Fr iday 27t h March .

Wrapping day on Tuesday 27t h March at 9am  if you are able to assist - Morning tea will be provided.

Raffle Draw on Thursday 29t h March at 2:25pm .



KISS & DROP 
Thank you to all parents and family who use the Kiss & Drop on your fantastic efforts to use it courteously and to 
minimize disruption in Little Church St. Below is a reminder to the whole community of the way the Kiss & Drop is 
used.

The Kiss & Drop area is located in Little Church St. It has been established to assist with traffic flow in the street 
and for parents who wish to drop off and pick up children without parking.

The im por t ant  guidelines for  using t he Kiss & Drop zone are:

? Kiss & Drop operates between 8:30 am. and 9:00 am. each morning and 3:15 pm-3:40 pm each afternoon

? Kiss & Drop is monitored by school staff each afternoon

? Cars will follow in single file through the drop zone

? Drivers should move as far as possible into the zone before stopping to allow children to get out

? Children need to exit the car on the left hand-side so they are not walking behind or between cars using the 
zone

? No overtaking of vehicles in the Kiss & Drop zone

? Drivers need to stay in their car at all times ? no parking is permitted in the Kiss & Drop

? When leaving the Kiss & Drop zone be aware of other drivers and pedestrians using the street

? Thank you in advance for your assistance in keeping our Kiss & Drop open for all in our school community.

2ND HAND UNIFORM SALE
On Thursday 5th April from 8:30 am in the hall, 2nd hand uniforms will be available to purchase between

 $5 - $10.

Our  whole school  w i l l  hold a m uf t i  day on Wednesday 21st  
Mar ch to celebr ate Har m ony Day.

Students ar e to wear  som eth ing or ange and br ight  colour s.



Rel igion
Greetings St Matthew?s School Community! Catholic Schools Week gave us all an opportunity to reflect on and 
thank the many people who have helped to develop and enhance Catholic Education. We celebrated all people, 
past and present that have helped to make our Catholic schools places of faith, hope and learning. Our Mass to 
celebrate Catholic Schools Week last Friday reminded us all of the wonderful opportunities and support that we 
experience here at St Matthew?s. May all our Catholic schools continue to be places of connection and sources of 
hope and enthusiasm for all students and their families.

Har mony Day
On Wednesday, the 21st March, it is Harmony Day. We celebrate our culturally diverse society in Australia. We 
acknowledge our Aboriginal culture and heritage, as well as the millions of people who have migrated to Australia 
from other countries over the years. To live in harmony in Australia, we show respect, tolerance, compassion and 
understanding to everyone, so we can live in peace.

The colour  of  Harm ony Day is orange. To celebrat e Harm ony Day next  Wednesday, st udent s are invit ed t o 
wear  orange m uf t i clot hes (or  have som e orange feat ured on t he clot hes, or  orange r ibbons, et c)

There will be a whole school liturgy in the COLA at 9:00 for Harmony Day.

The Year  of  Youth- 2018
During this Year of Youth, the Australian Bishop?s encourage us to promote and foster the personal and spiritual 
growth of our young people. As a faith community, we acknowledge the importance and responsibility to 
encourage our students to be empowered to live as Christ?s disciples in our world today.

How can we at St Matthew?s encourage our students to be more connected to their faith community and spread 
joy to others in need?

?Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, who leads us in our faith and brings it to perfection: for the sake of the joy 
which lay ahead of him?.

Hebrews 12:2

Par ent  Ref lect i on Day
Thursday 3 May, 9.30am - 2.00pm, Holy Shrine of the Innocents, Kellyville.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish.

Al tar  Ser ver s Needed
If your child is in Stage 3 and have made their First Eucharist and would like to be trained to become an Altar 
Server, please contact me through the office.

They will be able to serve at School and Parish Masses throughout the year.



Rel igion
Jewel ler y m ak ing to r ai se m oney for  the poor .
If you know of anyone who would like to assist Stage 2 and 3 students to make beaded jewellery, please 
contact me through the school office.

Thank you.

God Bless.

Ann Climpson

Jesus in our hearts ? Forever!

Our Lady of Fatima? Pray for us.

St Matthew- Pray for us.

Monday & Fr iday

Order  before 11 pm on Thursday 
night & Sunday night

https://tuckshop2u.com.au

 Paym ent  opt i ons i nclude PayPal  and Cr edi t  Car d 

(VISA, Master Car d and Am er i can Ex pr ess)

Canteen open Tuesday, 
Wednesday & Thursday for  

r ecess.

Sell ing Water , Juice, Chips, 
Ice blocks & Ice creams. 

Thank you to our  
volunteer  helper s.



LIBRARY



spor tspor t

Please take note of the following important sport related dates over the next term:

Ter m 1
Week 8

St Matthew?s Cross Country Carnival Thursday March 22

Tennis finishes Thursday March 22

Week 10

Stage 3 Girls and Boys Soccer Gala Day Trials

Week 11

 

Stage 3 Touch Gala Day at St Mary?sFriday April 13

Ter m 2
Week 2

Tuesday May 8 - Diocesan Cross Country

Wednesday May 9 - Wanderers Soccer Clinic

 

The St  Mat t hew ?s Cross Count ry Carnival will take place next Thursday March 22                 
from approx 9:30 am - 12:00 pm. Please ensure you complete the entry form and                    
return to the office by Monday March 19. This is a mandatory sporting events for                  
students to take part in and will be training towards, during class time. It can be                      
jogged and/or walked and most importantly enjoyed with their classmates whilst                 
achieving fitness goals. We still need helpers for this carnival so if you are able to                       
assist please fill out the bottom half of the note with the parent helper information                      
or email me at kbrand@parra.catholic.edu.au

 

Hot  Shot s Tennis camp sessions with coach Fiona Roseby from 3:20 pm - 4:20 pm 
have been a blast!! Students have been learning new skills such as the 
forehand and backhand strikes.

  BOOTCAMP is every Thursday morning at 8:00am. Students will meet at the 
  front gate of the school each morning. If your child attends COSHC in the 
  morning please speak to them regarding permission to attend. The focus 
  this term is to build up strength and endurance for events such as 
  Swimming, Cross Country and upcoming gala days.



                                                                                                                                                   spor t
2018 NSW Cat holic PRIMARY SCHOOL SPORT GOLF TOURNAMENT

nom inat ions are OPEN

Who is eligible ?

Any student in Years 3 - 6 at a NSW Catholic School affiliated with NSWCPS MacKillop & 
Polding. Entries are by individuals not as a team or school.

What  Divisions are t here?

9 Hole Tournament- a participation competition.No golf link number or handicap required 
and suitable for beginner golfers and less experienced.(Must have some experience).

18 Hole Tournament -par t icipant s m ust  have a golf  l ink  num ber  and a handicap. This 
event is also used for selecting Polding and MacKillop teams to go to the NSW PSSA State 
Carnival in September.

What  do I need ?

Each participant must provide their own equipment - clubs etc. Participants must wear 
their school sports shirt (and jacket). No caddies are allowed but we are always looking for 
volunteer walkers.

How do I ent er  ?

Entries are completed online on our CSSS website.(www.csss.nsw.edu.au)If you have an 
account on the website, simply log in then go to the NSWCPS portal > Golf > Register. 
Ensure you select the correct region.

If you do not have an account, go to help and follow the prompts to set up a new account 
and add a child.Then register for golf.

Upon entry, an email will be sent to your principal for principal approval.

When and where are t he NSWCPS Golf  Tournam ent s ?

Both held on the same day - Monday 6 August at Mudgee Golf Course

How m uch does it  cost  ?

9 Hole $30

18 Hole $40 which includes greens fees.

Payable online at registration.

If  t h is is an int erest  of  your  child?s, please cont act  Mrs Brand for  any addit ional 
inform at ion

Mrs Brand

Sport Teacher/Sport Coordinator

https://www.csss.nsw.edu.au/default.aspx




KINDERGARTEN Ashton - For enthusiastically engaging in all learning tasks and group discussions.                                                                                                             
Chantelle - For encouraging others in class and being a welcoming friend.    
Callum  - For always being ready for learning.                                                      
Kaytlyn - For her participation during Religious Education lessons.

YEAR 1  Caelen  - trying hard to listen to all instructions and complete his work 
independently.                                                                                                                
Liam  - for working diligently during reading group rotations.                         
Chantelle  - for challenging herself to work with 3 and 4 digit numbers in Maths.     
Spencer  - for being a responsible class member. 

YEAR 2 Zahlia  - For her consistent effort in all learning areas and for being a responsible 
and respectful class member.  Well Done!                                                              
Hadyn - For justifying and explaining his thinking when working with more 
complex number lines.                                                                                                 
Sophia - For having a go when pronouncing unfamiliar words during guided 
reading groups.  Well Done!                                                                                           
Jack - A detailed description on how the environment provides for the needs of 
living things. Well Done!

YEAR 3 Mason - for demonstrating a thorough understanding of the link between 
multiplication and division facts using groups of arrays.                                       
Noah - for using a variety of comprehension strategies to make meaning of a text 
during reciprocal reading sessions.                                                                          
Sophie - for having a positive attitude towards learning and persisting with 
challenging tasks.                                                                                                            
Rylie -for being a positive role model for her peers by always showing kindness 
and compassion towards others.

YEAR 4 Gemma - for always asking questions to further her understanding of a text.      
Allison - for excellent presentation and detailed work.                                           
Ashton - for excellent presentation and detailed work.                                           
Daniel - for working conscientiously and completing all tasks.

Stage 3 Olivia  - for a positive growth mindset in Mathematics.                                              
Cody  - for displaying outstanding teamwork skills while at Vision Valley.             
Ava  - for her enthusiastic attitude towards all learning tasks.                                
Ben  - for an outstanding PBL , showing creativity and collaboration.                     
Jack - showing enthusiasm when writing his camp recount                                    
Max  - a growth mindset in Mathematics when tasks are challenging                
Darcy - for challenging himself with activities during camp.                                  
Jordan - for a consistently neat approach to her bookwork presentation for all 
subjects.                                                                                                                       
Georgia - for showing a great understanding of Multiplication and Division during 
Maths tasks.

 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK





Bishop Office

2018 Lenten Message from Bishop Vincent
To read Bishop Vincent?s Lenten Message in full and watch the video, please visit:goo.gl/2F77m9

Confraternity of Christian Doctrine Lecture Series
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD) has engaged Dr Laurie Woods to present on the Gospel of Mark. Venue: 
IFM, Marion St, Blacktown. Time: 10 am - 2pm. Dates: Friday 23 March, Friday April 6, 13. All are welcome. BYO 
lunch. RSVPs to Maree 02 9890 4731

Positions Vacant
- Credo Youth Group Coordinator - St Patrick?s Cathedral, Parramatta

For further information, please visitwww.stpatscathedral.com.au

- Digital Content Producer - Archdiocese of Sydney
- Multimedia Journalist - Archdiocese of Sydney
- Executive Officer, Aboriginal Catholic Ministry - Archdiocese of Sydney
- Kitchen Hand/Cleaner, The Seminary of the Good Shepherd - Archdiocese of Sydney
- University Chaplaincy Co-ordinator, Sydney University Chaplaincies (Closes: 23 March 2018)

For further information, the advertisements for these positions can be viewed atwww.catholicjobsonline.com.au

Palm Sunday Procession: 25 March
Catholic Youth Parramatta are hosting the annual Palm Sunday Procession. Starting at Parramatta Town Hall on 
Sunday 25th March at 5:15pm and walking to St Patrick?s Cathedral, Parramatta. Details at:parracatholic.org/cyp

Good Friday Night Walk: 30 March
Catholic Youth Parramatta are hosting the annual Good Friday Night Walk. Starting Friday 30th March at 10:00pm 
from St Patrick?s Church, Blacktown and finishing at St Patrick?s Cathedral, Parramatta. Details 
at:parracatholic.org/cyp

First Mass at St Luke?s Marsden Park: 8 April
The new St Luke?s Catholic Faith Community, Marsden Park invites you to join them as Bishop Vincent Long, 
assisted by Deacon Tony, leads their first Mass at St Luke?s College, Frontier Avenue, Marsden Park on 8 April at 
10am. More info at:https://stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au

The Permanent Diaconate: 6 May
The discernment program for those who are interested in finding out more about this Vocation will be held at St 
John 23rd Parish, 160 Perfection Avenue, Stanhope Gardens 2768. Come and learn more about vocations to the 
Diaconate and have a chat with our team members. We are looking for men aged between 35 to 55 and residing in 
the Diocese of Parramatta. Our discernment program consists of five sessions, with each session dealing with 
different aspects of the Diaconate. The meetings will commence at 3.00pm until 6.00pm followed by the Parish 
Mass and Fellowship. The 2018 dates on Sundays: 8 July, 9 September, 4 November. For further information 
visitwww.parracatholic.org/permanent-diaconateor please contact any of the following deacons: Deacon James ? 
0425 213 832, Deacon Tan ? 0407 270 782, Deacon George ? 0408 440 769

http://goo.gl/2F77m9
http://www.stpatscathedral.com.au/
http://www.catholicjobsonline.com.au/
http://parracatholic.org/cyp
http://parracatholic.org/cyp
https://stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au/
http://www.parracatholic.org/permanent-diaconate


PROCLAIM 2018: National Conference on Parish Renewal and 
Evangelisation 12 ? 14 July 2018
The Archdiocese of Brisbane, in collaboration with the ACBC?s National Centre for Evangelisation, will host 
PROCLAIM 2018. This national conference will engage parishes and faith communities in a conversation focusing 
on five key areas: Leadership, Culture Change, Young People, Belonging and Evangelisation.

During the conference participants can attend keynote presentations, expert panel sessions and discussions 
facilitated by leaders with ?on the ground? experience. Ideally, this will help those participants to contribute to the 
formulation of some practical strategies to assist your parish or faith community?s own goals in the areas of 
renewal and evangelisation.

Keynote speakers include Cardinal John Dew (Archdiocese of Wellington, New Zealand), Ron Huntley (Divine 
Renovation ? Canada), Ms Lana Turvey-Collins (Plenary Council 2020 Facilitator), Mons Enrique Fiqaredo SJ 
(Cambodia) and host of PROCLAIM 2018 Archbishop Mark Coleridge (Archdiocese of Brisbane). To find out more 
visitwww.proclaimconference.com.auand register at our early bird rate.

Australian Catholic Historical Society Lecture: 18 March
Br Dr Kelvin Canavan fms -The bureaucratisation of Catholic schooling and the emergence of the Catholic 
Education Office. Meet at 2.00pm in the Crypt Hall of St Patrick's, Church Hill (Grosvenor Street). Admission is free 
and open to all. Visit the ACHS websitewww.australiancatholichistoricalsociety.com.aufor more information.

Lenten Concert Reflection: 18 March
'Ashes to Easter ' with Peter Kearney on Sunday 18 March, 3.00-4.15pm in the Chapel of St Patrick?s Cathedral, 
Parramatta. Peter Kearney is an Australian Catholic singer-songwriter and guitarist whose hymns and songs 
include ?Fill My House? and ?The Beatitudes?. His ?Ashes to Easter? concert weaves songs and stories and reflections 
on Lenten themes and looks ahead to Holy Week and Easter. To register, 
emailconcerts@peterkearneysongs.com.auspecifying 'Parramatta' and number of seats needed. Suggested 
donation $10 at door.

Redfield College Open Day: 21 March
Redfield College Term 1 Open Day will be held on Wednesday, 21 March 2018 from 12:00 to 2:30pm. You are most 
welcome to attend a tour followed by the Headmaster?s Talk at 1:00pm. Contact Angie Celis on 02 9651 0381 
orangie.celis@redfield.nsw.edu.aufor more information. Enrolments are open for Years 2 to 12.

Holy Hour for Vocations: 5 April
The Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth cordially invite YOUTH (age 18-35) to join us for Holy Hour for Vocations 
on Thursday, 5 April at 7:00 pm. Join us also for the pizza at 8:00pm, Holy Spirit Convent, 120 Capuchin Way, 
Plumpton. RSVP: Sr Paula by 1st June, e-mail:vocationscsfn@gmail.commob: 0449 656 406

Nigerian Mass in Igbo: 8 April
Rev Fr Chukwunonyerem Akamadu, Chaplain to the Nigerian Catholic community, will celebrate Mass at 11.30am 
at Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish, 198 Old Prospect Road, Greystanes. Contact Fr Akamadu tel 0451 174 438, 
Stella Nwosu 0405 478 472.

http://www.proclaimconference.com.au/
http://www.australiancatholichistoricalsociety.com.au/


Grief to Grace: 8 - 13 April
Healing the Wounds of Abuse ? is a spiritual retreat for anyone who has suffered degradation or violation through 
physical, emotional, sexual or spiritual abuse. The retreat will be held April 8th ? 13th 2018. To request an 
application contact Anne by emailinginfo@grieftograceaus.org.auor phone 0407704539. For more information 
visitwww.grieftograce.org

Healing After Abortion Retreat: 13 - 15 April
Rachel?s Vineyard Ministries, Sydney offers regular healing retreats for those who have experienced an abortion. 
The retreat offers a sanctuary in which to renew, rebuild and redeem hearts broken by abortion in a safe, 
supportive, confidential and non-judgmental environment. Information and a brochure can found 
at:www.rachelsvineyard.org.auor call us on our confidential voicemail number 0400 092 555 or 
emailinfo@rachelsvineyard.org.au.

Easter Reflections and Prayer: 14 April
The Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth cordially invite YOUTH (age 18-35) to join us for a day of Easter 
Reflections and Prayer on Saturday, 14 April at 2:30pm. Holy Spirit Convent, 120 Capuchin Way, Plumpton. RSVP: Sr 
Paula by 1st June, e-mail:vocationscsfn@gmail.commob: 0449 656 406

Australian Catholic Historical Society Lecture: 15 April
Mr Stephen Crittenden, Ms Maha Melhem, Ms Anna Tydd, - The Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to 
Child Sexual Abuse. Admission is free and open to all. Visit the ACHS 
websitewww.australiancatholichistoricalsociety.com.aufor more information.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend: 27-29 April
A marriage enrichment experience for married couples ? set in peaceful, picturesque surroundings, away from the 
distractions of everyday life. During the weekend, couples have a unique opportunity to reconnect, rekindle and 
refresh their relationship. Take time out of your busy schedule, to invest in your most precious asset . . . your 
Marriage! Date: 27?29 April at Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville, NSW. Bookings online atwww.wwme.org.auor 
Adrian and Janet Sullivan: on 0490 774 419 oradrian.janet1@bigpond.com

For  m ore event s please go t o:http://parracatholic.org/events/

http://www.grieftograce.org/
http://www.rachelsvineyard.org.au/
http://www.australiancatholichistoricalsociety.com.au/
http://www.wwme.org.au/
http://parracatholic.org/events/


Unfor t unat ely St . Mat t hew 's Windsor  is unable t o of fer  Vocat ional Care.  Below  is inform at ion 
for  Cat holic Out  of  School hours care at  Quakers Hil l .










