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Dear Parents and Carers

What an amazing year! As 2017 comes to a close, we reflect on what an amazing year of faith, fun and learning we have had. 
We have been blessed in ?Glorifying our God? in so many ways throughout the 2017 journey.

Thank you to the children. They are the reason we are here. Their enthusiasm for life and learning is a wonderful example to us 
all.

I wish to take this opportunity to thank the teachers for their dedication and commitment to Catholic Education over the past 
year. Together they facilitate learning so that the children work towards reaching academic and human excellence in a faith 
filled community. Their generosity in terms of time, themselves and sharing of skills is often outside the normal hours of the 
day but it is in their giving so much that they receive.

Our sincere thanks to our support staff and office staff. Their smiles greet so many and their support for the children, parents 
and staff is uncompromising.

To Mr Munsey our grounds and maintenance man who keeps our school looking so good and functioning as a learning 
environment, we say thank you.

I would like to also sincerely thank St Matthew?s Assistant Principal, Mrs Digwood for her outstanding support to myself, the 
teachers, the children and school community. Her expertise, dedication and leadership are very much appreciated. As she 
moves to her new role at Our Lady of The Rosary Kellyville, we thank her for her contribution to our community and wish her 
every success.

We are blessed to have had Father Robert guiding our parish community in its spiritual journey and relationship with Christ. 
We thank him for his faith, love and care.

To you, our parents, the primary educators of your children, I give thanks for your support and partnership in providing so 
much for the children. No matter what your contribution over the year, big or small, it is appreciated and has benefited the 
children.

We wish all those venturing on from St Matthew?s the best that life has to offer and welcome new families to our community 
for next year. THANK YOU to each of you, whether you have been with us a litt le or a long while, we will miss you. Your 
contribution to St Matthew?s has been very much appreciated. We wish you God?s blessings for the journey that lies ahead.

I look forward to another year of faith, fun and learning in 2018. May God?s blessings be with you and your families during this 
special festive season. Merry Christmas to one and all.

In partnership let us continue to work to develop in the children strong minds and gentle hearts.

Tim Vane-Tempest

Principal



Cal endar
Dec 8 Fri Last trading day for Uniform Shop

Dec 11 Mon K-6 end of year awards Assembly 
2:15 pm

Dec 12 Tue Year 6 Farewell Mass & Awards 
9:45 am                                          
Year 6 celebration evening              
6 pm - 9 pm

Dec 13 Wed Swimming Carnival K-5

Dec 15 Fri Last Day of Term

Jan 29 Mon MAI Assessment day

Jan 30 Tue MAI Assessment day

Jan 31 Wed First day of Term 1 2018

Feb 7 Wed Parent info evening

Feb 9 Fri Welcome Bbq

Feb 16 Fri Opening School Mass

PROMOTIONS 
DAY TO 2018 
CLASSES 

The time set aside for meeting the 
teachers for 2018 will be next Tuesday 
12th December from 1:15-1:45pm. 

During this visits the students will have 
the chance to become familiar with their 
new learning spaces, meet their teachers 
and the students they will be working 
with during the year. 

These visits are an important part of 
easing the worries that some students 
experience when changing classes and 
teachers from year to year.

LosT pr oper t y

Please check lost property cupboard near 
canteen. Any items of clothing not claimed 
will be handed to the clothing pool.

Pr epar at ions f or  2018

Along with this newsletter is a separate note 
that outlines major events and dates for 
Term 1, 2018. I encourage you all to note the 
dates for events and celebrations.

STAFFING 
UPDATE
Earlier this term I shared that our 
Music/Drama teacher would be Mrs Vanessa 
Buchardt. Mrs Buchardt has informed that she 
is unable to take up her position in 2018. 

Last week we were able to appoint Miss Abbey 
Pollack to this position for next year. 

Also Mrs Lauren Athanasiou has been 
appointed as our Japanese teacher for 2018. 
We look forward to welcoming Miss Pollack 
and Mrs Athanasiou to the St Matthew?s 
community at the start of the 2018 school 
year.

Target  - 
90% average 

across t he school

Every Learner , Every Day

At t endance in  t he past  
f or t n ight

86.88%



                                                                                                                                                                           

NEW LEARNING 
SPACES
Last week I was informed by Mr Mark Holyoake that 
the School Provisioning Committee of the Parramatta 
Diocese, which approves all school building projects at 
the Catholic Education Office, has reviewed the 
proposed learning spaces planned for St Matthew?s. 
The committee has decided to reduce the scope of the 
project to one learning space rather than the two 
spaces originally planned. There are a number of 
reasons for the reduction in the scope of the works 
including the need to develop a holistic plan for all

 Hawkesbury Catholic schools with an eye to the 
impacts and demands that future development will 
have, the total number of enrolments projected for 
2018 at  St Matthew?s, as well as the individual group 
sizes in each grade. Whilst this late decision is 
disappointing the provision of the additional space will 
allow for some future expansion whilst the holistic 
plan is in development. As this decision has been 
delayed the flow on will mean a delay in the 
completion of the project. It is now expected to be 
completed by the end of February. Year 3 will continue 
to share their learning with COSHC until the 
installation of the new space is completed. The new 
learning space will be used by Year 3 once completed. 
All other Year and Stage groups will continue to be in 
their current spaces.

Chr ist mas Concer t  Tonight
Our Christmas Concert is tonight. We look forward to seeing all families and 
students present at this whole school celebration. There is a gold coin donation and 
BBQ is open from 5-6pm with the concert starting at 6:00 pm and finishing around 
7pm. All children are asked to come dressed in the Christmas colours outlined in an 
earlier note.

YR 6 FAREWELL & END OF YEAR MASS/ HELPERS MORNING TEA

The Farewell and End of School Mass will be at 9:45 am  on Tuesday 12t h Decem ber . 

The mass will incorporate the awards ceremony for the Yr. 6 students. The mass will be followed by a morning tea 
in the Hall for all family and friends of the Year 6 students, as well as a thank you morning tea for our many highly 
valued parent helpers as we celebrate the work of many committed, tireless volunteers who contribute 
significantly to the opportunities provided to the students. 

We are looking forward to a great celebration to conclude both the Primary schooling of our Year 6 students and 
the academic year at St Matthew?s.

LIBRARY
Please make sure you have a good look at home and return all library 
books to school before the end of this term, 

Thank you,

Mrs Alyssa Bennett,

Library Teacher



PREPARING FOR 2018







Pr ivat e 1/2 hour  Piano or  
Singing lessons:
Professional private piano or singing tuition that will 
encourage and support your child's love of music.

$33?for half hour lesson.

This is available during school hours.

Lessons will be negotiated?with teachers to create a 
timetable that supports your child's school timetable.

Visit our website to see what musical experiences we 
can also offer at our

Riverstone Music School.
Spot s available for  2018.

em ail or  call Mrs. Kaylie Neave on 0418 692 589 or  
m .m usicians1@gm ail.com ?

music



r el igion
Greetings St Matthew?s School Community! It is hard to believe that this Sunday will be the Second Sunday of 
Advent. Just as John the Baptist prepared the way for the coming of Jesus, we also prepare ourselves through our 
thoughts, words and actions. Thank you to all our students and their families who gave generously last Friday at 
the Christmas Hamper Mufti day. Many families in our community and beyond will be having a very joyful 
Christmas this year.

Social Justice at St Matthew?s is alive and strong.

Year  6 Ref lect ion Day

Two weeks ago, Year Six had a reflection day to prepare for their Graduation Mass. They started their day with 
Mass at 9am and then participated in activities and prayer throughout the day. The students demonstrated 
maturity, initiative and thoughtfulness in their creation of prayers, drawings and their reading of Scripture.

Their chapter of Primary School is ending, but they begin a journey of new learning, friendships, challenges and 
successes in High School.

We congratulate all our Year Six students and pray for them as they take with them the values and learning from  
St Matthew?s and make a positive difference in the world. Good luck and God Bless.

The Feast  of  The Im m aculat e Concept ion of  The Blessed Virgin Mary.

This Friday 8th December, is the feast of The Immaculate Conception of The Blessed Virgin Mary. The title of The 
Immaculate Conception recognises the privilege of Mary being born without sin- from the very first moment of life.

We honour Our Lady, our mother, and thank Her for saying ?Yes ? to God to become the Mother of God.

We ask Mary Our Mother to protect us as we celebrate the Birth of Jesus at Christmas and always.

St  Nicholas Of  Myra.

On Wednesday the 6th December it is the Feast of St Nicholas. He has many names: Kris Kringle, Pere Noel, Father 
Christmas and of course Santa Claus.

St Nicholas loved God very much and showed his love for others and God by giving to the poor. We give gifts to our 
loved ones because we are thankful. Thankful for their friendship, their love and care they show us. We are 
thankful to God for giving us life. St Nicholas gave to the poor to give them hope and joy.

I wish everyone a very Safe, Happy and Holy Christmas. May the Lord bless you and your loved ones.

Thank you for your continual support. 

God Bless.

Ann Climpson

Jesus in our hearts ? Forever!

Mary Our Mother- Protect us.

St Matthew- Pray for us.

Dat es t o rem em ber -

Thursday, 7th December:

BBQ at 5pm.

Christmas Concert at 6.15pm



r el igion



spor t

St Matthew?s Swimming Carnival Wednesday December 13 2017

The swimming carnival is only 1 week away!! A few reminders for the day:

? Students need to wear their swimming costumes under their sports school uniform. Students may wear their 
sports shirt or a colour house t-shirt.

? Please ensure your child has a healthy lunch and refillable drink bottle. There is a canteen on site for snacks.

? Students will need to bring along a hat, a rash vest, sunscreen, a towel and thongs for poolside activities. Students 
MUST wears RUNNERS to and from the pool.

? A swimming cap and goggles are highly recommended for students competing in the 50 m and 25 m races.

? The first bus leaves St Matthew?s at 9:00 am so please ensure your children are at school on time.

? The carnival will finish up around 2:00 pm. Students are not to be signed out from the Oasis until after dismissal 
has been announced. Please sign your students out from Mrs Brand and Mrs Whiteman who will be located at the 
end of the 50-m pool.

Thank you to all the parents who have helped with sporting carnivals, gala days and the fun run throughout the 
year. These days would not be what they are without your time, support and dedication.

BOOT CAMP

Today was the last session of boot camp for 2017. Thank you to all the 
students for their hard work and commitment each week. It has been a 
lot of fun watching all the students challenge themselves and push 
themselves to better their overall fitness. We will be running it again 
next year each Thursday morning from 8:00-8:30 am.

Mrs Brand,

Sports Teacher.

As the HYPA year draws to a close, we are celebrating the new liturgical year with a 
special HYPA ADVENT MASS.

You are cordially invited to attend the HYPA Mass, together with your families and 
friends of course, as follows:

Time: 6:30pm

Date: Saturday, 16 December 2017

Venue: St Monica?s, Richmond

RSVP: Cathy Richmond, 0412 916 788 or email at therichmonds@iinet.net.au

Afterwards, there will be a sausage sizzle and the youth will gather together for the 
final time in 2017 and then disperse into their various age groups to learn more 
about Advent.

r el igion



STUDENT OF THE WEEK

KINDY Olivia Macpherson - For her improvement in writing                                                
Hamish McDonald - For his commitment to learning                                                   
Chloe Baffo - For her enthusiasm to learn new things                                                
Caelen Zambrano-Chung - For his fantastic effort in reading and writing.

YEAR 1 Addison Jordan - For always practising his reading homework, well done!
Tyler Rowley - For excellent progress in reading, well done!
Natanjia Zambrano-Chung - For always responding to constructive comments to 
improve her work, well done!
Bridgette Murray - For her positive attitude towards all school work, well done!

YEAR 2 Noah McCabe - His enthusiasm towards his learning especially is Mathematics.             
Alexander Grayson - Always trying his best in his learning and being a caring and 
thoughtful class member.                                                                                                
Allegra Portelli - Her excellent effort in writing and presenting a diamante poem 
about the earth.                                                                                                               
Mikaella Ladesma - For her consistent effort in all areas of her learning and being a 
considerate and caring class member.

YEAR 3 Emily Su - For working diligently in every subject.                                                        
Abby Caldwell- For a well researched HSIE PBL.                                                            
Bailey Bloor- For contributing insightful answers in class discussions.                 
Montana Charles- For building a well constructed house for Science and Technology.

YEAR 4 Sophie Howard - For writing an imaginative and engaging script.                            
Elkha Sevilla - For excellent contributions in discussion during her shared reading. 
Jonathon Sheehy - For excellent choreography in our dance unit this term.        
Nikolai Xerri - For his hard work and effort in our dance unit.

STAGE 3 WHITE Liam Henson - For his dedication towards learning his spelling words and achieving 
great results.                                                                                                                      
James O'Neil - For displaying a more focused approach towards all learning tasks. 
Natalia Tabone - For displaying a more focused approach towards all learning tasks.

STAGE 3 GOLD Kiera Gaul - Her mature work ethic and growth mindset to challenging tasks.      
Noah Krix - His change to a positive mindset when approaching challenging tasks.         
Kate Mitchell - Her efforts to improve the neatness of her writing and presentation 
of her work.

STAGE 3 BLUE Bronte Naylor - For confidently performing an informative and creative song about 
the indigenous people of Hawaii.                                                                                  
Mitchell Cwojdzinski - for always setting a great example and being a mature role 
model for his peers.                                                                                                            
Lola Layton - for working cooperatively with her peers during Project Based 
Learning. 



K INDY ELI LEIGHTON A LA NNA H DA GHER

ELI FA LK ENM IRE

YEA R 1 JORJA  EA THER

YEA R 2 EM ILY RIJK E JETT K IRK CHA RLOTTE GA LEA

X A VIER BRUNK ER ZA CHERY 
THOM PSON

TA YLA H CA UK ILL

K A TE X IE

YEA R 3 RUBY LA M B

YEA R 4 WILLIA M  CLA RK E M OLLY M CCLYM ONT TEIGA N K URZ

EM ERSON FINCH

YEA R 5 LIA M  HENSON LOLA  LA YTON

YEA R 6 JON-PIERRE 
DA GHER

DECEM BER
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Special edition of Catholic Outlook
At the request of Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv, Catholic Outlook will be back in print for a special, 
one-off December 2017 Christmas edition. This special edition will be a beautifully bound, 40-page, A4 
magazine and will showcase the work of the parishes, ministries and agencies of the Diocese of 
Parramatta. Look out for copies in your parishes and schools from Monday 4 December.

Positions Vacant
Director, Catholic Earthcare Australia: Caritas is seeking an experienced Senior Manager to advocate 
for environmental and ecological sustainability and deliver educational programs to schools, parishes 
and related forums. To apply for the role, please visit www.caritas.org.au/jobs/positions-vacantand 
view the full Position Description. To enquire about this role, please contact David Armstrong on (02) 
8306 3439. Please send your application tojobs@caritas.org.auby COB on Monday 04 December 2017.

Volunteers for the homeless needed
The Order of Malta requires volunteers to visit ?homeless hotspots? around Parramatta. Volunteer 
drivers, nurses and paramedics are needed to provide this service to Parramatta?s homeless. If you 
would like to learn more, please email info@smom.org.au

Arrupe House Christmas Appeal
Don?t wait for the Epiphany to bring your gifts to a family in need. St Patrick?s Cathedral Parish is 
teaming up with Arrupe House this month to find gifts for 113 refugee families. Help us reach our 
target: 350 gift vouchers for adults and 120 gift vouchers for children. Gifts can be placed in the stable 
in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. Gift cards to be dropped in the safe in the Cathedral narthex or 
brought to the Cathedral Office.

Grief to Grace
Healing the Wounds of Abuse ? is a spiritual retreat for anyone who has suffered degradation or 
violation through physical, emotional, sexual or spiritual abuse. The retreat will be held April 8th ? 13th 
2018. To request an application contact Anne by emailing info@grieftograceaus.org.au or phone 
0407704539. For more information visit www.grieftograce.org

International Day of People with Disability: 3 December
The International Day of People with Disability is observed annually on 3 December. In Australia, over 
many years, the Church has sought to take this day as an opportunity to encourage a truly pastoral view 
that embraces our total community as the living Body of Christ. We especially pray that we, the Church, 
can strive to be a people of compassion and relationship, and a sacred place where our gifts are 
acknowledged, received and celebrated; for then we can truly proclaim that we are 'one Body in Christ '.

http://www.caritas.org.au/jobs/positions-vacant
http://www.grieftograce.org/
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Mount St Benedict Centre: 3 December
Advent Festival of Readings and Songs - This festival of readings and songs gives expression to the Advent 
themes of watching and waiting, expectancy and hope, helping us to ponder the coming of Christ in 
history, in mystery and in glory. Date: Sunday 3 December at 3.30pm for Afternoon Tea and 
4.30pm-5.30pm Advent Festival. Reserve your place by email mtstbenedict@goodsams.org.auor phone 
9484 6208 by Monday 27 November. Where: 449D Pennant Hills Road. Entrance off Hull Road.

Statue of Our Lady of Fatima: 6 December
Fr Gerard Ryan will be bringing The Statue of Our Lady of Fatima which has been on a pilgrimage all 
around the world to St Anthony of Padua Parish on Wednesday 6th December from 9am to 12pm. 9.00am 
Rosary and Litany, 9.30am Mass, 10.45am Talks and Devotion.

ACYF ? Mass in the Domain: 9 December
All parishioners in the Diocese of Parramatta are invited to attend the Mass in the Domain on Saturday 9 
December for the Australian Catholic Youth Festival. The Mass starts at 6.30pm and will follow an 
afternoon of concerts and festivities beginning at 4pm, featuring Australian and international musicians 
and performers.

Nigerian Mass in Igbo: 10 December
Rev Fr Chukwunonyerem Akamadu, Chaplain to the Nigerian Catholic community, will celebrate Mass at 
11.30am at Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish, 198 Old Prospect Road, Greystanes. Contact Fr Akamadu tel 
0451 174 438, Stella Nwosu 0405 478 472.

Ordination to Priesthood of Shinto Francis: 16 December
Deacon Shinto Francis will be ordained a Priest for the Diocese of Parramatta on Saturday 16 December at 
10.30am in St Patrick?s Cathedral, Parramatta. The principal celebrant will be Most Rev Vincent Long OFM 
Conv, Bishop of Parramatta. Everyone is welcome. The Mass will also be livestreamed on YouTube. Details 
on parracatholic.org.

Christmas at St Finbar?s: 17 December
St Finbar?s traditional Christmas feast will be held this year on Sunday 17th December at 7.30pm. Massed 
Choir, Readings, Harp, Handbells, Soloists and Brass. Join the great organ in singing carols with the choir 
and congregation, and rejoice in the Hallelujah Chorus with trumpets and timpani. Donation: Families $35, 
individuals $15. Bring the family, friends and neighbours. Proceeds towards the upkeep and maintenance 
of the organ. St. Finbar?s Catholic Church, 46 Levy Street, Glenbrook. Enquiries 4754 1780.

For  m ore event s please go t o:http://parracatholic.org/events/

http://parracatholic.org/
http://parracatholic.org/events/



